
422 Mar. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Proclamation 7074—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 1998
March 12, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year, as we mark the 177th anniver-

sary of the advent of Greece’s struggle for
independence, we celebrate with the Hel-
lenic Republic and recognize the close ties
that have long existed between Greece and
the United States. Through two centuries,
our nations have enjoyed a strong and endur-
ing friendship. For more than half a century,
we have stood together in NATO, modern
history’s most successful alliance.

Our bonds are deeper still, however, for
we are joined by blood, culture, and a pro-
found commitment to shared values. Greek
ideals of democracy and freedom inspired
our Nation’s founders and breathed life into
America’s experiment with democratic self-
government. Generations of Greek Ameri-
cans have enriched every aspect of our na-
tional life—in the arts, sciences, business,
politics, and sports. Through hard work, love
of family and community, steadfast commit-
ment to principle, and a deep love of liberty,
they have contributed greatly to the prosper-
ity and peace we enjoy today.

The bonds between America and Greece,
in fact, have never been stronger than they
are today. We are partners in the effort to
find a lasting, peaceful solution in the Bal-
kans and to build an enlarged NATO that
will enhance our common security. As our
two nations prepare for the challenges and
possibilities of the new millennium, we look
forward to building on the partnership so that
the seeds of democracy we have nurtured to-
gether for so long will bear fruit in a bright
future not only for ourselves, but for our
global community.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 25, 1998,
as Greek Independence Day: A National Day

of Celebration of Greek and American De-
mocracy. I call upon all Americans to observe
this day with appropriate ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of March, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:18 a.m., March 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 16.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Senator Ernest Hollings
March 12, 1998

Thank you very much. First of all, on be-
half of Senator and Mrs. Hollings, myself,
and all the southerners present at this din-
ner—[laughter]—I want to thank Esther
Coopersmith for serving okra and cornbread.
I don’t know what the rest of you thought
about it, but I felt good about it. [Laughter]

Esther, I thank you for your friendship to
me and to Fritz and Peatsy, and for opening
your home and bringing your whole family
together; especially thank you for Connie,
who’s done such wonderful work for me.

Don’t you love to hear Fritz Hollings talk?
You know, one night back in 1985—this is
a true story—I was a lowly Governor—
[laughter]—or as my predecessor said, a
Governor of a small Southern State. And I
was sitting at home one night, and I decided
I would do something responsible, so I
flipped on the television, and instead of turn-
ing to HBO, I turned to C–SPAN. And it
was more entertaining than HBO because it
was a roast of Senator Hollings.

One of the speakers was Senator Kennedy,
who commented on Senator Hollings’ cam-
paign in 1984, and said that he was the first
non-English-speaking person ever to serve in
the Senate and a great inspiration to non-
English-speaking Americans everywhere.
[Laughter] And every time some of my
friends get all upset about these English-only
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referendums, I thought to myself, you know,
if Fritz didn’t have to run for reelection, they
could send him to California; he could beat
it all by himself. [Laughter]

Anyway, I’m glad to be here speaking for
a man who Strom Thurmond believes is too
young to serve the people of South Carolina.
[Laughter] But I think he’s about to get the
hang of it.

I also want to say that one of the things—
this is serious now—there are several things
I like about Senator Hollings. Number one,
he’s smart. Number two, he works hard, and
he’s not—he is just as dogged today as he
was the first day he showed up here, the first
time he took the oath of office, which I think
is important. Number three, he believes that
when people elect or reelect him, they have
given him, for a while, their power to do
something with.

You heard him say that. You know, some-
times I feel like a person that’s really out
of his time here. I keep telling people to
think about the future, but sometimes I feel
like an artifact of the past. When I come to
Washington and I read and hear what people
say about politics, it looks to me like people
are in love with power and positioning for
it. I thought the whole purpose of democracy
was to give people power in a limited fashion
for a limited time so they could do something
with it for the benefit of the public at large.
That is the way Fritz Hollings has lived his
entire public life and another reason he
should be elected in this election year. And
I really appreciate it.

Let me just say one other thing about the
past. He’s already talked about the vote to
reduce the deficit in 1993. It was a very hard
vote. It was an agonizing vote for a southern
Democrat. It’s one of the reason that we lost
the Congress in ’94, because people had not
yet felt the benefits of it.

But we had to do something. The deficit
was $290 billion; it was projected to be $370
billion this year. It’s now projected to be $10
billion this year. And if the Asian financial
difficulties don’t hurt us too much, we will,
in fact, balance the budget this year, may
even have a small surplus—if not this year,
certainly next year. None of that would have
happened if, in my opinion, if he hadn’t been
willing to stand up and take a strong position,

because everybody knew that there was not
another Member of Congress that had as
much at risk as he did. And he did it anyway
because it was the right thing to do.

And 15 million jobs later, we have the low-
est unemployment rate in 24 years, the low-
est inflation rate in 30 years, the highest
homeownership in history. I don’t think it
would have happened if we hadn’t brought
the deficit down beginning in 1992.

Now, let me make one last point about
Senator Hollings. It’s true that I was 2 years
old when he first got elected. [Laughter] But
I was having to pay the adult ticket price at
the movies when he got elected Governor
in 1958, because I was 12. [Laughter] But
he is a very young person. Peatsy is a very
young person. They make you happy to be
around them because they’re always full of
life and always thinking about tomorrow.

What really—sometimes, younger people
in our business are at a disadvantage because,
sometimes, they’re thinking a little bit too
much about today and a little bit too little
about tomorrow. And I think all of us would
admit that as we’ve grown older in life, as
long as we have our health and our mind
is working well and we are engaged, the older
we get, as long we’re functioning properly,
the more likely we are to be thinking further
into the future, the more likely we are to
be concerned about grandchildren as well as
our children.

And if you think about the time in which
we live and the speed with which things are
changing—not least in the telecommuni-
cations business, which, has a lot of rep-
resentatives here, and I thank them all for
being here—this is a time when we need
someone who is not only smart and active
but someone who is literally capable of think-
ing about the long-run interests of the coun-
try. Fritz Hollings wanted to save Social Se-
curity when most people didn’t know it was
in danger. Now it’s become part of the
mantra of official Washington. I’d like to say
I thought of it first, but I didn’t. He was
preaching to me about it for 3 years before
I ever made the first speech about it.

And I think that this is a time when—if
you think about the kinds of questions we
have to face here, the speed with which
things are changing, the complexity of the
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problem, and the way we are likely to totally
reshape the way we work and live and relate
to each other and the rest of the world in
the next decade, it is probably more impor-
tant that he be elected this time than in any
of the previous elections in which he has run.

I hope the people of South Carolina, like
people of my native State and the whole
South who have been leaving the Democrats
in droves, will see a better economy, a lower
crime rate, the lowest welfare roles in 27
years, the lowest crime rate in 24 years, a
people coming together instead of being
driven apart, and think, you know, maybe old
Fritz was right all along.

He was, and he’s right for the future, too.
And I thank you for being here for him.

God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Rita
L. (Peatsy) Hollings, wife of Senator Hollings; and
Esther Coopersmith, dinner host, and her daugh-
ter, Connie.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner
March 12, 1998

Thank you very much. Thank you, Steve,
and thank you all for being here. I would
just like to briefly make a few points. I’ve
seen almost everybody around this table in
the last few weeks, and I wouldn’t think of
putting you through another speech. [Laugh-
ter] But I would like to say a couple of things.

First of all, I want to thank you for your
extraordinary labors on behalf of our party.
Second, I want to say that I believe the up-
coming 150th anniversary of our party is a
great opportunity for us to send a signal to
America that we expect to be around for an-
other 150 years by continuing to press our
country forward into the future together.

I spent a lot of time in the last few weeks
reading about the beginning of the Demo-
cratic Party and Andrew Jackson’s Presidency
and all the things he did right—and one or
two things he probably did wrong in the light
of history. [Laughter] But I have very strong
convictions now that are stronger than they
were when I came here even, that our party
has shed a lot of the baggage that was holding

us back in public perception. We have
proved that together we can take the country
into the future with a strong economy, a de-
clining crime rate, a mending social fabric,
a strong position in the world, and that we
have a great obligation at this good time for
our country to bear down and press forward.
And I hope we can all do that around the
150th celebration.

Steve mentioned the victory of Lois Capps
in California in the remarkable special elec-
tion for Congress. Let me say it was a truly
remarkable victory because I think that that
seat, which was previously occupied by her
husband, was one of only three Democratic
seats in the country where Al Gore and I
did not win in ’96. I think we lost by a point
because of the Ralph Nader vote, but none-
theless, we didn’t quite win it.

The overwhelming lion’s share of credit
goes to Lois Capps, who is a remarkable per-
son. Many of you know that her daughter,
Laura, works for me and has for some time.
A lot of the credit goes to the feelings that
the voters in that district have about her late
husband, Walter, who was also an astonishing
human being. But I think that she ran the
race in the way that I think that the Demo-
crats ought to run their races. She ran a grass-
roots campaign, a local campaign. She did
not ask for it, nor seek any outside politician
to come in and tell the people of her district
how to vote.

In so doing, she did exactly what I did
when I was Governor of my State. For nearly
12 years, I felt the same way. But she em-
braced the issues that were reflected in my
State of the Union Address and that our party
is advancing this year. And she was able to
do it because that’s what she heard people
talking to her about. In political terms in the
way people write about these races up here,
perhaps one of the most significant things
is that she was able to win with a torrent
of so-called independent third party expendi-
tures against her on any number of issues.
But she did it with old-fashioned grassroots
campaigning, common sense, a great heart,
and a real fidelity to the kinds of issues that
I think we have to continue to press, includ-
ing the Patient’s Bill of Rights, the whole
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